
 

 

Boy Scouts of America Western Region, Area 4, Western Los Angeles County 
Newsletter brought to you by: WLACC VOA Vice President of Communications Natalie MacEwan 
  

 

 

 

 

 

Looking Back at 2015 

Western Los Angeles County Council 

Venturing has been up to great things in the 

past year, from wind surfing, to decorating 

for the annual Tournament of Roses parade, 

Christmas tree selling, and so much more! 

We encourage you to take a moment with 

us to reflect over all of the memories made,  

 

 

 

 

 

skills attained, and fun experiences had 

here in Western Los Angeles County Council 

in the past year and look forward to the 

New Year ahead! 
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Getting To Know WLACC VOA- 

Vice President of Administration:  

 

Justin Engstrom: 

Justin started in Scouting as a Tiger Scout in Pack 550 at 

Our Lady of Lourdes in Northridge CA. 

 Progressing through the ranks of Wolf, Bear and 

Webelos, he earned two Catholic religious emblems, 

the Arrow of Light and all twenty Webelos activity pins. 

 He bridged over to Boy Scout Troop 550 in 2011 and 

quickly rose through the ranks earning 51 Merit Badges, 

the Ad Altari Dei award and was elected to the Order of 

the Arrow ( OA ). 

Justin is currently an Eagle Scout with six palms. As an 

OA member, Justin has served as Chapter Chief twice, 

Lodge Treasurer, and is the W4N Section Secretary for 

2016. He has been awarded the Quality Arrowman 

Award three times, the Centuries of Service award and 

the Vigil nomination. He is proud to have represented 

the Scouting community as the Master of Ceremonies 

for the 2015 Memorial Day flag placement at the 

National Cemetery in Westwood, CA.  

 

Justin joined Venturing Crew 1956 and is its current 

President. He has attended both NLS and NYLT 

leadership training and is actively working on the 

Ranger Award. Justin especially enjoys the opportunity 

the VOA offers to be able to associate with other units. 

He attends Bishop Alemany High School and is active in 

football, wrestling and orchestra 

.  



 

 

Honoring our Advisors: 

Western Los Angeles County Council Venturing officers 

Association would not be as successful as it is today 

without the dedication, support, and advice from our 

fellow advisors, each of which are always there to lend 

a hand whenever we may find ourselves in a difficult 

situation. We take a moment now, to shine light on the 

accomplishments of one of our advisors, Glen Covey.  

Glenn Covey: Assistant Council 

Commissioner - Venturing 

Some of you may not know that as a youth, Glenn was 

never a Boy Scout.  He graduated from San Gabriel High 

School in 1964, and three days later was in the Navy at 

17 years old.  He made two West Pac Cruises to 

Vietnam - 1966 and 1967.  He was honorably discharged 

in November of 1967 as a Petty Officer 3rd Class, 

Electronics Technician, and Radar.  He was recalled to 

active duty in January 1968, when the USS Pueblo was 

captured by North Korea.   

He was 

released 

from active 

service a 

month later.  

He remained 

an active 

Reservist 

until August 

1970. 

Glenn joined 

Boy Scouts 

when his 

oldest son 

was invited 

to join Cub 

Scouts when 

he was in First Grade.  Glenn hit the ground running and 

has not stopped yet. 

 

first became an Assistant Den Leader, then the Den 

Leader and a Webelos Leader with Pack 656.  During 

that time, he became a Unit Commissioner.  He 

attended Wood Badge in 1987 and received his wood 

Badge Beads in 1988. 

 

His family moved on to Pack 1, and he served as its 

Cubmaster and became an Assistant Scoutmaster, and 

then Scoutmaster, in Troop 1.  During that time, he 

became an Assistant District Commissioner and 

eventually the District Commissioner. 

Glenn began his career with the Los Angeles Superior 

Court in March 1968.  He met his wife on the job when 

she began her career with the Los Angeles Superior 

Court in September 1968, and they have been married 

since March 27, 1971. 

Glenn retired from the position of Superior Court Clerk 

on November 28, 2004 after almost 40 years of service, 

having worked his last 21 years in Felony Criminal Trials.  

He worked on both the Asian Boyz and Robert Blake 

murder trials. 

Prior to that, he worked in Family Law courtrooms, 

which can be as dangerous a place to work as Felony 

Criminal Trials. 

Glenn and family, moved over to Troop 20, where he 

became an Assistant Scoutmaster.  When Troop 20 

folded, they moved to Troop 18, where they have 

remained.   



 

 

He helped start Crew 18 and became its first advisor.  

Glenn’s sons, Jeff and Brian, are Eagle Scouts from 

Troop 18 

Glenn and family, moved over to Troop 20, where he 

became an Assistant Scoutmaster.  When Troop 20 

folded, they moved to Troop 18, where they have 

remained.  In Troop 18, Glenn has been an Assistant 

Scoutmaster, 

Scoutmaster and 

Committee Chairman.  

He helped start Crew 18 

and became its first 

advisor.  Glenn’s sons, 

Jeff and Brian, are Eagle 

Scouts from Troop 18.  

In addition to holding 

the positions of 

Assistant Scoutmaster 

and Associate Advisor for Troop and Crew 18, and 

Assistant Scoutmaster for Troop 191, Mate for Ship 

1351, Glenn is currently an Assistant Council 

Commissioner - Venturing, for the Western Los Angeles 

County Council; Chairman of the new WLACC Shooting 

Sports Committee; Area 4 Shooting Sports Advocate; 

past Chairman of the WLACC’s High Adventure Team; 

and past Shooting Sports Director for Archery at Camp 

Tahquitz during summer camp.  He also served on the 

National Camping School staff for Shooting Sports.  

Glenn has received the District Award of Merit, 

Distinguished Commissioner Service Award, 

Scoutmaster Award of Merit, Silver Beaver Award, 

Cahuenga District’s Lifetime Achievement Award, 

Council Venturing Leadership Award Doctorate of 

Commissioner Science Award, Powderhorn Kodiak and 

Kodiak X, in addition to various training awards.  He is 

also a Vigil Member of the Order of the Arrow. 

 

 

 



 

 

Martha Bissell: 

I believe fiercely, because I have seen it in my own 

children and their fellow youth that Scouting is 

important to raising up healthy adults. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Up until becoming a parent, I designed costumes and 

sets for opera, theatre and movies.  I married the 

handsome production designer of my last movie and 

have been pit crew for our family since, here and 

abroad. Because of his peregrinations, our family is able 

to spend summers living in different countries overseas. 

Through our travels, I have met Scouts and Guides from 

all over and know firsthand the bridges that Scouting 

builds between people. 

I am proud to be the parent of an Eagle Scout and a 

Venturer and Girl Scout daughter who is almost finished 

her second Gold Award project.  My son brought me 

into Larry Turner’s Troop 36 in Studio City and my 

daughter into Debie Wakeland’s Sea Scout crew. 

Together with Tanandet, Larry encouraged me to 

complete my Wood Badge. That experience, helmed by 

Jo Mo and guided by Mary-Ann Dahlstom, stretched me 

beyond where I thought I could grow. When I next go 

back to Gilwell, it will be a return home. 

 

 

Besides being a trained leader in several categories, and 

Wilderness First Aid and CPR, I am a CERT member and 

have completed backpack leader training.  As a good 

cook, I love feeding friends, especially ones that I have 

not met yet, and am undaunted by numbers or special 

diets.  I love research and am a decent writer.  Our 

house is half a block south of Ventura Boulevard in 



 

 

Studio City and we have chickens, bees, a 

whole menagerie of foundling animals 

and books everywhere because we love 

to read. As an artist, I can paint and draw 

and can sew just about anything.  

Back in the 1920’s my grandmother was a 

Girl Guide leader and since then, every 

generation of my family has served 

Scouting in whatever way they can. I am 

particularly interested in inclusivity, 

including the importance of Scouting as a 

global movement. Because of this, I know 

that my service to Scouting in the future 

will be in Venturing. 

Scouting gives people, not just young 

people, a safe place to make mistakes and 

to learn a wealth of skills, 

thereby getting braver and 

more capable.   

Kindness is an old-fashioned 

virtue that will get us all 

through the next few 

centuries.  An observant 

Scout, as I try to be, 

develops the ability to see 

opportunities to perform a 

good deed daily, which I 

think makes for a better 

Scout and a better world. 

I am happy to be asked to 

serve.   

—“A human being should be able to change a diaper, 

plan an invasion, butcher a hog, conn a ship, design a 

building, write a sonnet, balance accounts, build a wall, 

set a bone, comfort the dying, take orders, give orders, 

cooperate, act alone, solve equations, analyze a new 

problem, pitch manure, program a computer, cook a 

tasty meal, fight efficiently, die gallantly. Specialization 

is for insects.” — 

Robert A. Heinlein 

 



 

 

The Crews of WLACC 

Venturing Crew 65 

Venturing Crew 65 based out of Canyon Country, and 

led by their Crew President Serena Reeves, is located in 

Western Los Angeles County Council and is one of the 

many active crews averaging an outing per month.  

Venturing 

Crew 65 began 

2015 with a 

January 

whale-

watching trip 

in Ventura 

Harbor. It was 

a short day 

trip starting early in the morning on a boat taking the all 

the way into the ocean, near Channel Islands and back. 

There they had the opportunity to watch a lot of marine 

life like dolphins and whales, followed by a visit to the 

Channel Islands visitor center after docking.   

One of the crew's most exciting outings was land sailing 

on El Mirage lakebed in February 2015. It was a short 

weekend trip where Lied Blad was kind enough to lend 

us his land sails and teach us how to use them. The 

weekend weather was perfect, and crew 65 is looking 

forward to doing it again. 

 

 

 

 

Some of the annual outings for Crew 65 include 

attending the Pilgrimage at Manzanar National Historic 

Site and Memorial Day Flag Placement. At the 

Manzanar National Historic Site, the crew remembers 

our great nation's history and how the national historic 

site plays a role in our history. During World War two, 

Manzanar was a relocation camp for all Japanese 

American citizens and has since then been restored and 

recognized as a National site. Crew 65 celebrates our 

nation’s history at the site annually with a weekend trip 

camping along Lake Diaz.  

Crew 65 also partook in the patrol challenge, a climbing 

weekend at Joshua Tree National Park, and much more. 

 



 

 

Venturing Crew 22 

Venturing Crew 22 is relatively new, and was founded in 

December of 2014 as a sister to Troop 22 based out of 

Woodland Hills. Led by Crew President and VOA VP of 

Communications, Natalie MacEwan, Venturing Crew 22 

has grown to a group of 15 crew members, well 

supported by a handful of trained and dedicated 

advisors and parents.  

One of the most memorable outings for Crew 22 was in 

May when the crew packed their backpacks, and set off 

for a weekend of backpacking at Little Jimmy expecting 

cold weather. Upon 

arriving, snow was 

draped all across the 

mountains, making 

a short hike, a much 

longer, and more 

difficult one. 

Although the 

weather conditions 

were unexpected, 

the crew members still managed to be prepared, and 

improvise, using Ziploc bags as sock liners, large trash 

bags as sleds, and more leaving all who attended with a 

sense of accomplishment and cold toes.  

      

Another memorable outing was in 

June when the crew attended 

Western Los Angeles County 

Council's Venturing officer's 

Association's Venturing Fellowship 

at Vasquez Rocks. There they 

learned new skills, won a Star Trek 

costume contest, and witnessed 

two of their crew members, Andrei 

Niemczyk and Natalie MacEwan, be 

sworn into their positions in the 

2015-2016 Venturing Officer's Association.  

The Crew finished 2015 strong by volunteering on 

December 30 with the Paradiso Float Company by 

decorating floats for the annual Tournament of Roses 

Parade. We glued nigella and rice to sponsor signs for 

the Dowton Abbey float sponsored by PBS Masterpiece, 

glued orange peels and flowers to the claws and skin of 

the Dragon float sponsored by the Singpoli group, and 

cut flowers for the Los Angeles Lakers float. Overall, in 

the past year Venturing Crew 22 has made an 

abundance of memories, attained new and useful skills, 

and looks forward for the year to come. 



 

 

National Jamboree 

The National Scout Jamboree is a one of a kind 

gathering where approximately 45,000 Scouts, leaders, 

and staff highlight all of the great things about the Boy 

Scouts of America and its members. The National 

Jamboree occurs once every four years over the course 

of 10 days during the summer. During the course of the 

se10 summer days at jamboree, scouts from near and 

far will partake in service projects, merit badge 

workshops, patch trading, competitions, strengthening 

of beliefs, comradery, and so much more.  

 

The Western Los Angeles County Council will be sending 

Venturers and Sea Scouts to the Jamboree during the 

summer of 2017. During the two-week trip, Venturers 

and Sea Scouts will tour the Washington D.C. area for a 

few days and then camp at the Summit (a BSA National 

High Adventure base) for a week. The upcoming 

National Jamboree occurring on July 19-28th of 2017, 

and is certain to be one of the greatest national 

jamborees the BSA has ever hosted. 

Registration is open to all Venturers, Sea Scouts, and 

Advisors. You do not need to be a member of WLACC to 

attend 2017 National Scout Jamboree with the 

Venturing Crew.  

 

  

  

If you have any questions 

please contact Tanadet 

Itsarapakdetam WLACC 

Council Venturing Chair at 

titsarapakdetam@gmail.com 

or call at 818-671-7673 



 

 

2015 Venturing 

Leadership Award 

Nomination 

It is that time of year in which the Venturing Program 

Nationwide honors their dedicated leaders, both adult 

and youth. Western Los Angeles County Council’s 

Venturing Leadership Award Nominations for the 2015 

calendar are being accepted. The Venturing Leadership 

Award is presented to the Venturing Youth and Advisors 

who have made exceptional contributions to Venturing 

and who exemplify the Scout Oath and Law. The 

Venturing Leadership Award is similar to Scouting’s 

Silver Beaver Award.  

 

The Qualifications for the Venturing Leadership Award 
include: 

-Being registered and involved as a Venturer or 
Venturing leader for at least one year 

-Hold a leadership position or an office at the unit or 
council level 

-Show exceptional dedication and give outstanding 

leadership and service to Venturing and to Venturers. 

Western Los Angeles County Council is accepting 
Venturing Leadership Award nominations through 
March 14th 2016 and are submitted to Western Los 
Angeles County Council Venturing Committee by email 
to Mike Henderson at mkhende@aol.com 

 

 

  

Deadline to Submit Council 

Nominations: 

March 14th 2016 

Submit Council Nominations to 

Mike Henderson: 

mkhende@aol.com 

Find the Venturing Leadership 

Award Nomination Form online 

at: 

http://www.scouting.org/scouts

ource/Venturing/Awards/leader

ship.aspx 

 



 

 

Western Region Area 4 

Extravaganza 

Western Region Area 4 is having its first ever Area 

Extravaganza. The extravaganza is only a week 

away, sign up now before the price increases. Use 

the link below for the registration for the Area 4 

Venturing Extravaganza! This year’s Extravaganza 

will be very exciting with rifle, shot gun, pistol and 

high power rifle shooting! Not to mention other fun 

like knife throwing, orienteering, and more activities 

you will not want to miss! We will also have a live 

band, playing great music. Reminder for all the 

advisors, we will have training available during the 

course of the weekend. At the end of it all there will 

be a chance for you guys and gals to meet our 

guest speakers; Pratik Vaidya, Western Region 

President; Jillian Paige Infusino, our former 

National VP; and a very famous Edward Abraham, 

our National Venturing President! You will not miss 

this one. Area 4, hope to see you there at our 

extravagant extravaganza! 

  

Description: 2016 Western Region Area 4 

Venturing Extravaganza 

Where: Firestone Scout Reservation 

Start Date: March 12 2016 

End Date: March 13 2016 

Last Day to Register: March 7 2016 

Late Fee: After February 29 2016 a fee of 

$5.00 will apply 

Contact Email: 

matthew.halsig@scouting.org 

Cost: $37.00 per participant 



 

 

Western Los Angeles County 

Council Venturing Website is up!  

Have you ever wanted a place you could go that is 

neatly organized and contains all of the helpful tools 

and links you need to help make your crew run 

smoothly? Do you ever wish you could stay more up 

to date with Council meetings and events, or even get 

inspiration from what other crews are doing in the 

council? Well now, you can do all of the above and so 

much more at the newly published Western Los 

Angeles County Council Website created and 

managed by your very own WLACC Venturing Officer 

Association Vice President of Communications 

Natalie MacEwan and Support Andrei Niemczyk! 

Have fun exploring through the different pages 

including Helpful Links, About the Venturing Program, 

a Blog by Natalie MacEwan, and even Biographies of 

all the Officers where you can get to know the entire 

cabinet! 

Our goal is to combine the calendars of all the WLACC 

Crews onto one master WLACC calendar in attempt 

to increase inter-crew relations! 

Check it out for yourself at: 

www.wlaccventuring.weebly.com 

Would you like to become a member of the 

WLACC Venturing Officer’s Association? 

Then apply for a position for the 2016-2017 

term! More information and applications to 

come! 

This Newsletter was brought to you by 
WLACC Vice President of Communications 
Natalie MacEwan (pictured on the right) 

And Support Andrei Niemczyk (pictured on the left) 


